Armenia 1910-1914 


From Armenia a Historical Atlas (Chicago, 2001) by Robert H. Hewsen: 

Map 224 showing Armenian Episcopal Sees in 1910: 

Armenian Episcopal Sees, view one 
Armenian Episcopal Sees, view two 
Le g ends for Map 224 

Accompan ying text, by Robert H. Hewsen. 

Map 164 showing Armenia on the Eve of the First World War, 1878-1914: 

Lake Van and West 

Lake Van and East 

Le g end for Map 164 

The maps and text above, which are not in the public domain, are presented solely for non-commercial 
educational/research purposes. 
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Bereft, for many centuries, of political life, the nation has linked herself to 
her Church as to an anchor of salvation, and hence it is that she has been 
able to triumph over the difficulties which have assailed her, 

— Ormanian, The Church of Armenia, p. 191 

THE ARMENIAN EPISCOPAL SEES IN 1910 

tgy the turn of the twentieth century there had been a major reorganization of the 
episcopal sees of the Armenian Apostotic Church so that their distribution differed 
considerably from what had obtained at the time of the last information on the sub¬ 
ject, shown on maps 152-153. In 1910, there were exactly one hundred dioceses in 
the Armenian Apostolic Church and another twenty-three in the Armenian Catholic 
Church, of which those in the Middle East are shown for both on the accompanying 
map 217. The Armenian Church was now divided into five jurisdictions {whose sees 
are given below in their Armenian forms with their foreign names, Turkish or Russ¬ 
ian, in parentheses): (1) the katholikosate of Ejmiatsin (W. Arm. Echmiadzin , usually 
written Etchmiadzin) with twenty-eight sees. (2) the patriarchate of Constantinople, 
with fifty-one sees, (3) the katholikosate of Cilicia (Kilikta / Giligia), with fifteen dioce¬ 
ses, (4) the patriarchate of Jerusalem, with four sees, and (5) the katholikosate of 
Aght'amar (Tk. Aktamar), with two sees. 

A curiosity of this arrangement was that although the supreme katholikos-patri- 
arch at Ejmiatsin was recognized by everyone as the ultimate head of the Armenian 
Church, the political power of the patriarch of Constantinople was considerably 
greater. The majority of the Armenians lived under his jurisdiction, while his authori¬ 
ty as head of the Armenian Millet in the Ottoman Empire gave him far more power 
over his flock than the supreme katholikos ever had under Persian or tsarist rule. 
After 1915, however, this distribution of power was sharply reversed. With most of 
its flock gone, the patriarchate of Constantinople became a relic of the past, a posi¬ 
tion merely of honor, while the authority of the kathdikos of Cilicia {reestablished in 
1930 at Antilias / Antelias, Lebanon, a suburb of Beirut) grew commensurately with 
the growth of the Armenian communities in the Middfe East in the period 1930-1991 
and the increasing pressures placed upon Ejmiatsin by the Soviet government. 
Meanwhile, the patriarchate of Jerusalem, freed from Ottoman control, became 
completely autonomous, while the katholikosate of Aght'amar, vacant after 1895, 
was simply suppressed in 1916. 

On the eve of the First World War, the twenty-three Armenian Catholic sees were 
under either the Armenian Catholic patriarchate at Bzommar, Lebanon (founded 
1742), or the Armenian Catholic Apostolic vicariate at Constantinople (1862). Most 
of these sees were swept away in the Genocide of 1915. In the Russian Empire, 
there was an apostolic administrator at Tiflis (1909-1936) over prelates at Tiflis, 
Akhats'ikhe, Akhalkalaki, Lofi, Alek l sandropol, Artvin, and Kars (the last two after 
1878). In addition, Nikosia in Cyprus, Caesaria in Palestine, Atek'sandropol, and 
Tat'ew were titular sees of the Armenian Catholic Church. 

The following statistics for the Armenian Church in 1910 are taken from the work 
of Maghak'ia Ormanian, Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople (1896-1908). As can 
be readily seen, most of the figures are rounded and cannot be taken to have been 
based on an actual census. 
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PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 





1. Constantinople 

Katholikos 

Ottoman capital 

150.000 

38 

43 

10,000 

1,000 

2. Nikomectia 

Archbishop 

Sanjak o\ izmrt & kaza of 






(IzmiU 


Pazarkby 

65,000 

34 

40 

500 

600 

3. Armash 

Abbot 

Nahie of Armash 

5.000 

3 

3 

— 

-— 

4. Ad rianople 

Bishop 

Sanjak $ of Edirne, Kirkkilissa, 








Dedeagach, & Gumuljina 

8,000 

4 

5 

—- 

— 

5. Rodosto 

Bishop 

Sanjaks of Tekfurdagh. Geiibolu, 





(Tekftirdagh) 


Shatalja & Kaiaisultsni 

35.000 

7 

a 

— 

— 

6. Salomka 

Archpriest 

Vilayets of Selanik 

2,000 

12 

1 

— 

—- 

(Selanik) 


& Monastir 






7. Brusa (Bursa) 

Archbishop 

Sanjak of Bursa 

35,000 

7 

a 

3.000 

500 

8. Biletjik 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Ertoghrul 

17,000 

10 

12 

1.000 

— 

9. Pandemia 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Karasy 

15.000 

7 

8 

500 

—■ 

(Enoghfu!) 








10. Kutina 

Bishop 

Sanjaks of Kutahie 






(Kutahie) 


& Afyonkarahisar 

18,000 

9 

10 

1.000 

200 





Diocese 

Superior 

Jurisdiction 

Member Pa. 

Ch. 

Ca. 

Pr. 

11. 

Zmiufa;a 

Archbishop 

Vilayets of Aidm & Archipel 

25,000 

20 

23 

2,000 

200 


(Smyrna, Izmir) 








12. 

Kastamoni 

Bishop 

Vilayet of Kastamoni 

14,000 

14 

8 

— 

— 

13. 

Angora 

Archbishop 

Sanjaks of Ankara 

16,000 

8 

20 

7,000 

500 




& Kirshehir 






14. 

Kesaria 

Archbishop 

Sanjak of Kayseri 

40,000 

31 

30 

2,000 

2,00 


(Kayseri) 








15. 

Ikonion (Konia) 

Bishop 

Vilayet of Konya 

25,000 

14 

16 

— 

— 

16. 

Sebastia (Sivas) Archbishop 

Sanjak of Sivas 









(except for a few kazas) 

80,000 

74 

56 

5,000 

1,000 

17. 

Evdokia (Tokat) 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Tokat 

21,000 

16 

IS 

2,000 

500 

18. 

Amasia 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Amasya 

25,000 

19 

20 

500 

3,000 

19. 

Nikopol is 
(Shebin- 
karahisar) 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Karahisarsharki 

25,000 

41 

35 


200 

20. 

Samson fJanik) 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Janik 

20,000 

42 

39 

500 

300 

21. 

Tretoizon 

Bishop 

Sanjaks of Trabzon, 







(Trabzon) 


Gumushhane, & Lazistan 

30,000 

42 

35 

2,000 

700 

22. 

Karin 

Archbishop 

Kazas of Erzurum, Hinis, Ispir, 







(Erzurum) 


Kiskim, & Tortum 

75,000 

90 

89 

8,000 

2 r OOD 

23. 

Erznga 

Bishop 

Kazas of Erzinjan, Refahiye, 







(Erzinjan) 


& Kuzijan 

25,000 

37 

44 

— 

500 

24. 

Babert (Baiburt) 

Bjshop 

Kaza of Bayburt 

17,000 

30 

31 

— 

— 

25. 

Basen 

Bishop 

Kaza of Pasinler 

10,000 

30 

19 

500 

—* 


(Hasankale) 








26. 

Derjan (Terjan) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Derjan 

15.000 

38 

33 

— 

— 

27, 

Kamakh 

Abbot 

Kazas of Kemakh & Kuruchai 

10,000 

19 

21 

— 

200 

28. 

Khortzean 

Bishop 

Kaza of Kighy 

24.000 

56 

21 

— 

1,000 


(K‘ghi) 








29. 

Bagrevand 

(Bayazid) 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Bayazid 

14,000 

50 

33 

1 f 000 

200 

30. 

Van 

Archbishop 

Kazas of Van. Mahmudi. 
Arjesh, 6 Adiljevaz 

100.000 

108 

130 

500 

200 

31. 

Lim and Klutz 

Abbot 

Nahie of Timar 

11.000 

25 

32 

— 

— 

32. 

Aghbak 4 

(BashKafo) 

Abboi 

Sanjak ol Hakkari 

10.000 

20 

23 

— 

_■ 

33. 

Bag hash (Bitfis) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Bitlis. Ahlat, & Modiki 

50.000 

80 

98 

500 

1,000 

34. 

Mush 

Archbishop 

Sanjaks of Mush 3 Genj 

90,000 

332 

230 

3,000 

1,000 

3S 

Seghert (Siirt} 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Siirt 

25.000 

50 

33 

500 

— 

36. 

Tigranokerta 

(Diyarbekir) 

Archbishop 

Sanjaks of Diyarbekir & Mardin 

45,000 

42 

50 

1,000 

1,000 

37. 

Balahovit (Paiu) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Palu 

22,000 

41 

40 

— 

300 

38. 

Arghni (Argana) 

Abbot 

Kazas of Arghana 3 Maden 

6,000 

9 

10 

500 

200 

39. 

Chunkush 

Abbot 

Kaza of Chermik 

5,000 

3 

4 

— 

700 

40. 

Kharperl 

Archbishop 

Kazas of Mamuretulaziz. 







(Harptrt) 


Harput, Gaban, & Puturgu 

45,000 

72 

75 

2,000 

4,000 

41. 

Akn (Egin) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Akn 

10,000 

7 

10 

— 

200 

42. 

Arabkir 

Bishop 

Kaza of Arabkir 

18,000 

16 

20 

500 

1,000 

43. 

Chmshgadzak 

(Chimishgezek) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Chimishgezek 

9,000 

31 

22 

— 

— 

44. 

Charsanja 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Dersim 
(less one kaza) 

18,000 

69 

50 

— 

500 

45. 

Edessa (Urfa) 

Bishop 

Sanjaks of Urfa & Zor 

24,000 

16 

10 

1.000 

BOO 

46. 

Baghdad 

Bishop 

Vilayets ol Baghdad, Basra 









& Mosul 

5,000 

4 

3 

1,000 

— 

47. 

Kipros (Kibriz) 

Prelate 

Island of Cyprus 

1,000 

2 

3 

— 

— 

48. 

Egypt (Misr) 

Archbishop 

Kingdom of Egypt 

14,000 

10 

5 

1,500 

— 

49. 

Bulgaria 

Archbishop 

Kingdom of Bulgaria 

20,000 

18 

10 


— 

50. 

Rumania 

Archbishop 

Kingdom of Rumania 

10.000 

17 

15 

— 

— 

51. 

Greece 

Archpriest 

Kingdom of Greece 

1.000 

4 

1 

— 

— 



PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM 





52. 

Verusaghem 

Patriarch 

Sanjaks of Kuds & Lebanon 

3.000 

— 

to 

200 

— 


(Jerusalem, Kuds) 







53* 

Joppa (Jaffa) 

Prelate 

Kaza of Jaffa 

1.000 

2 

3 

— 

— 

54. 

Damaskos 

Prelate 

Vilayet ol Syria 

2,000 

4 

1 

— 

— 


(Damascus, 

Sham) 








55. 

Berite (Beirut) 

Preate 

Vilayet ol Beirut 

1.000 

4 

4 

300 





KATHOLIKOSATE OF CILICIA 





56. 

Sis 

Katholikos 

Sanjak of Kozan 

9,000 

10 

7 

— 

500 

57. 

Adana 

Archbishop 

Sanjaks of Adana. Mersin 









3 Ichli 

35,000 

16 

12 

2,000 

900 

58. 

Hajin 

Bishop 

Kaza ol Hajin 

20,000 

5 

8 

T,000 

200 

59. 

Paias (Payas) 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Be re kef-dag h 

11,000 

25 

11 

— 

— 





Diocese 

Superior 

Jurisdiction 

Member Pa, 

Ch. 

Os, 

Pr. 

60. 

Beria 

Bishop 

Kazas of Halab, Iskenderu 







(Aleppo, Halab) 


& Bey Ian 

15,000 

17 

8 

5,000 

2 r QQ0 

61. 

Gerrnanikia 

Archbishop 

Kazas of Marash, Elbistan, 







(Marash} 


& Pazarjik 

30,000 

35 

24 

4,000 

3.500 

62. 

Umia (Zeytun) 

Bishop 

Kazas of Zeytun & Andirin 

20.000 

18 

4C 

500 

500 

63. 

Frnuz (Firnuz) 

Abbot 

Nahie of Fimu 2 

7,000 

6 

1C 

— 

— 

64. 

Aintab 

Bishop 

Kazas of Ayntab & Kilis 

30,000 

4 

6 

1.000 

4,000 

65. 

Antiok' 


Kazas of Antakya, Shughur, 







{Antioch, Antakya) 

£ Sahiun 

12,000 

16 

9 

2,000 

1.500 

66. 

Melitine 

Bishop 

Sanjkak of Maiatya 

20,000 

42 

23 

2,000 

1,000 


(Maiatya) 








67, 

Yozgat 

Bishop 

Sanjak of Yozgat 

40,000 

46 

43 

— 

1,000 

68. 

Kurin (Giirun) 

Bishop 

Kazas Of Giirun & Kangal 

17,000 

11 

16 

500 

1 t ooo 

69 

Teprike 

(Divrighi) 

Bishop 

Kaza Of Divhghi 

11,000 

14 

19 


300 

70- 

Tarant-a 

Abbot 

Kaza of Darende 

7,000 

2 

4 

— 

— 


(Darende) 










KATHOLIKOSATE OF AGHT'AMAR 





71. 

Aght'anw 

Katholikos 

Kazas of Gevash, 









Shatakh. & Karjikan 

70,000 

130 

203 

— 

500 

72. 

Khizan (Hizan) 

Bishop 

Kaza of Hizan 

25,000 

64 

69 

— 

— 



KATHOLIKOSATE OF EJMIATSIN 





73. 

Erevan 

Kathoiikos 

Governorship of Erivan 

250,000 225 

240 

— 


74, 

Nakhchavan 

Bishop 

District of Nakhichevan 

70,000 

87 

116 

~ 

— 

75. 

Aleksandropol 

Bishop 

District of Aleksandropol 

200,000 

147 

151 

6,000 

500 

76- 

Kars 

Bishop 

Governorship of Kars 

65,000 

91 

93 

1,000 

— 

77. 

Taiev 

Abbot 

District of Tatev 

75,000 

87 

100 

— 

— 

76. 

Tiflis 

Archbishop 

Governorships of 

Tiflis & Kuban 

150,000 

133 

177 

4.000 

1,000 

79 

Gori 

Bishop 

Governorships of 









Kutais and Batum 

40,000 

31 

33 

7 r G0Q 

— 

80. 

Akhalts'khS 

Bishop 

Districts Of Akhaltsikh 









& Akhalkeiek 

90,000 

71 

67 

10,000 

— 

81, 

Gandzak 

Bishop 

Governorship ot Elizavetpol' 

100,000 

72 

93 

— 

— 


(Elizavetpol) 








32. 

Sbushi / 
(Sbusha, 
Gharabagh) 

Archbishop 

District of Shusha 

150,000 

169 

167 



83, 

Nukhi (Nukha) 

Bishop 

District of Nukha 

50,000 

52 

53 

— 

— 

84. 

Shamakht 

Archbishop 

Governorship of Dagestan 







(Shemakha) 


& district of Shamakha 

60,000 

45 

34 

2,000 

— 

85, 

Baku 

Prelate 

Southeastern part of the 
governs hip of Baku 

30,000 

15 

19 

___ 

_ _ 

86. 

Astrakhan 

Archbishop 

Siberia, Turkestan, & eastern 
provinces of Russia 

70,000 

45 

31 

_ 

« _ „ 

87. 

Kizliar 

Bishop 

Southeastern provinces 









of Russia 

60,000 

25 

12 

— 

—. 

08. 

Bessarabia 

Archbishop 

Southwestern provinces 
of Russia 

20,000 

19 

13 

_ 

_ 

89 

Nor- 

Bishop 

Southern Russia 

60,000 

40 

34 

— 

— 


Nakhichevan 








90, 

St, Petersburg 

Prelate 

Northern Russia 

4,000 

3 

2 

— 

— 

91. 

Moscow 

Prelate 

Central Russia 

4,000 

4 

3 

— 

— 

92. 

Ispahan 

Archbishop 

Eastern provinces of Persia 







(Isfahan) 


[Iran) 

30.000 

98 

70 

1,000 

— 

93, 

Teheran 

Prelate 

Province of Tehran 

5.000 

17 

15 

— 

— 

94. 

Tavrsz {Tabriz) 

Archbishop 

Province of Azerbaijan in Persia 40,000 

70 

100 

400 

— 

95. 

Hamadan 

Prelate 

Provinces of Kurdistan 









& Luristan in Persia 

3,000 

10 

10 

—, 

1.000 

96 

Calcutta 

Bishop 

India & Indochina 

6,000 

20 

10 

— 

— 

97. 

Batavia 

Prelate 

Dutch East Indies 

4,000 

4 

2 

—■ 

— 

98. 

Suceava 

Prelate 

Bukovina & Hungary 

4,000 

10 

5 

5.000 

— 

99. 

Europe 

Bishop 

Western Europe 

6,000 

20 

4 

15,000 


100. 

Amenca 

Bishop 

United States 

50.000 

50 

5 

—- 

5,000 

MOTE; Pa„ parishes; Ch,, churches; Ca., Catholics; Pr. Protestants. The Armenian Genocide of 1915 and 
Iho Bolshevik takeover of Russia wrecked the Armenian ecclesiastical organisation that had previously 
existed in the former Ottoman and Russian Empires. For the Armenian Church in 1954 and 1999, see pp. 

238 and 2B8, 
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164. Armenia on the Eve of the First World War, 1878-1914 
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oblast’s, okrugs), and counties (sanjaks, uezds) 
Armenian sees 


444 

iiii 

i 

. 


Armenian Catholic (Uniate) sees 

Greek Orthodox, Nestorian, Syrian Orthodox 
(Jacobite) and Chaldean Catholic patriarchs 
Russian exarch of the Georgian Church 

Georgian sees E2 Mineral springs (spas) 

- Steamship routes (Constantinople-Batum, 

Rostov-Batum, Astrakhan-Baku-Enzeli, Tatvan-Van) 
^ i f S Nov.) Scenes of major Armenian massacres, 1894-1896 
i/F Scenes of Armenian resistance, 1894-1896 
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